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ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT (INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES). 

2. SUBSTANTIVE PORTION OF EXTAFF REPLY CONTAINED IN 
LETTER DATED MARCH 13 IS AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE. I AM AFRAID THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE AT 
THE PRESENT TIME TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON WHAT THE 
CANADIAN POSITION WILL BE AT THIS MEETING. THE 
PREPARATION OF THE POSITION IS STILL IN ITS EARLY 
STAGES AND GOVERNMENT APPROVAL WILL BE NECESSARY 
BEFORE ANYTHING FRIM ABOUT OUR POSITION CAN BE 
STATED. ALL THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO SAY AT THIS TIME 
IS THAT THE CANADIAN AUTHORITIES SHARE THE HOPE OF 
THE U.S. AUTHORITIES THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO USE 
THE "AUSTRALIAN AMENDMENT" AS A VEHICLE TO ACHIEVE 
EFFECTIVE PROTECTION FOR WHALE STOCKS. END QUOTE. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: ABOVE "INTERIM" AND NON- 
COMMITTAL EXTAFF REPLY TO U.S. REQUEST IS BELIEVED 
TO REFLECT FACT THAT VIRTUALLY ALL GOC OFFICIALS IN 
EXTAFF AND ENVIRONMENT CONCERNED WITH IWC MATTERS 
ARE AND HAVE BEEN IN GENEVA FOR PAST WEEKS FOR PREP- 
ARATION AND PARTICIPATION IN LOS CONFERENCE. 

PORTER 
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